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66 4 Jjourney, which I made at FEastertime, 1972, through the province (qadd) of Amadiya
about fifty kilometers northeast of Dohok, allowed me the opportunity of establishing that
only a small part of the compositions collected by Socin more than a century ago were, in
fact, destined for the dance. In the Nestorian village of Bebede, a few kilometers west of
Amadiya, | happened to be invited 1o a wedding reception (Xlula), at which I was able to
listen to the execution of love songs, called zmiryatha-d rawe, which corresponded exactly to
those collected by Socin.

They belonged to a song form we can describe as amoebaean. While on the threshing

floor, the young men and the girls, linked hand in large dance circles, followed the obsessive
rhythm of a drum “dahula” and a fife ‘“zurna”, the older guests, gathered together in the
‘diwanxana” around the wedding couple, formed two groups and, in turns, started to sing a
verselet with a strangely archaic tune. The melodic beat was repeated three times and
embraced each line as well as the first accented word of the following line, which means that
each word was pronounced twice. It had a modal tune, achieved by means of using
chromatics at small intervals, executed with a surprising speed. You had the impression that
the width between the highest note and the lowest never exceeded the interval our major sixth
would make, even if the most important part of this tune appeared to be limited within the
span of a major fourth.

Once the stornello was finished, those present showed their appreciation as to the choice

3y

of the theme and its execution by singing out a series of stressed “O’s” that finished up on a
series of high and extremely sharp “iii’s” At this point, the second group of singers started
the stornello that they considered as being more appropriate to go with the preceding one,
and in the end, waited for the applause of the bystanders. This give-and-take continued for
hours, with short intervals here and there for something to eat, and to drink a sort of local

grappa (eau-de-vie).

(1899 . 1844) plishiag wilsanasm 67
A German Orientalist, Professor at the University of Tiibingen and, later, Leipzig. At the time
of his death, he was one of the editors of the Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlindischen
Gesellschaft (Journal of the German Oriental Society). He edited and translated many
volumes of dialect materials, including three collections of neo-Aramaic texts — Toruyo, the
western neo-Aramaic of Ma’lula, and northeastern neo-Aramaic. The last collection Die neu-
Aramaeischen Dialekte von Urmia bis Mosul Tiibingen: Verlag der H. Laupp’schen
Buchhnadlung, 1882, includes, among other things, folktales, and description of customs, that
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he collected from Odisho bar Arsanis of Mat Maryam, Urmia, while he was visiting Berlin in
1868; two short tales from a Jilwaya, Isa Dastu, whom he met in Damascus in 1969; and
folksongs he collected in Telkayf, Al-Qosh and Dohuk in 1870. Aside from these neo-
Aramaic volumes, Socin also produced (sometimes in collaboration), edited volumes of the
Arabic of Mosul, Kurdish (Kurmanji), tribal Moroccan Arabic, as well as monographs on
early Arabic poetry, the folk poetry of the Arabian peninsula, and a widely used textbook of
Arabic grammar.

68
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